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By the grace of Almighty r.;od another year has been added to the rich 
history of United Evangelical Church. It was a year which saw the be­
ginnin5 of a new pastora:te and which brought fortb the many experiences 
which such a c hange always produces in a congregation. It was a year in 
w½.ich a i:rood "'.:)eginning was accomplished in the working of a people and a 
pastor toeether, a year in which there was much learning of each other 
and of the inauguration a.nd first outworkings of a plan of pastorate wh1ch 
the new pastor brouE_:ht with him, and whic h was adapted to fit the situe,tion 
in the clocel congregation. The purpose of this report will be to look at 
this past year, to p·ive statistics of our church life, to critically exa.m­
ine the way 1,•e have trod together th~se months, to make note of worthwhile 
advances made and to also note the ulaces wherein there is much yet to be 
done. 

P s re begin we desire to express our sre.teful thanks unto AlmightyGod, 
who has brought us on our way, for it wrs through His grace and blessings 
we have been privile~ed to spend the year together and to reg ister the 
history wh1ch we have written. To His honor end glory be now this report, 
Pnd our deliberations this night. 

Since the chief and foremost reason for the existence of the church is 
the worship of God ; since the apex of all our life here must Tue in the ser­
vices of worship, it is with these statistics that we begin this report. 

Services were conducted verv regularly during t h is nast year, on each 
Bunda y and u •;on special occasions. 127 services were conducted on Sundays 
and special occasions, jncluding Advent and Lenten services. The avere,ges 
for attendance at the Sunday servic-es throughout the year is as follows: 
Jen - 451; Feb. 495; Ma.rch 514; April(which included Palm Sunday, Easter) 
714;May 417; June 429; July 261;Aug 275; Sept 419; Oct 459; Nov. 455; Dec 
454. The year ts average Sunday attendance was thus 445, e.nd the average 
at the Sundays, exluding the months of July and Aupust ,was 481. These ave­
raves co not include any other but Sunday mornin services. 

~Jhile these above figures may seem satisfactory, while the 481 mark re­
presents ept)roximately 46% of our 1962 membersrip, still I am much per­
turbed at the large number of our folk who are very irresular in their at­
tendance at :orshin services. We need to continue to expound the basic pre­
mise th2t the first reason we are a church is to gather in services of wor­
shit), even before we attend Sunda:r Church School classes or engege in any 
of the organizational life of the church. Your membership with United Evang 
elical demands that you be active in your attendance et the services of 
worship in the sanctuary . 

The Sacrament of µoly Communion was celebreted at 18 services during the 
year. The total attending was 3317, and the average attendance et the Com­
munion, excludin~ the special services at Easter and Lent, was between 150 
and 200 per Sunday, which isa very low figure out of lOCO neople who should 
be communing more regularly. When--·one realizes that al though the 3317 to­
tal divided amonr our 1000 members figures out at an average of 3 communions 
per member, it must be remembered tha.t many of these commynions represent 
the faithful coming the majority of the times the Secrament was offered,and 
others coming not et all on only once or twice all year . This is an insuf­
ficient attendance at the Secrsment to maintain a strong membership status. 

· Other statistics are: feddin~s , 72; Bapt isms, 65; Funerals, 56. The 
compilation of the membership as of 1/.1/63 is as follows: Membership a yr. 
ago - 1029. Additions during the year: by Junior Confirmation and by re­
statement of faith or first statement of faith by adults - 65; additions 
by transfer of membershi-o from another church, 13, makine total of 78 
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This gives us a grosr- iembership figure of 1107 . _;.. -,From this we deduct 
the following: Mem · s who died, 21; members t .. sferring out to another 
church 14; members deleted from ro11s, 24, making total of 59. This gives 
us a net membership for 1963 of 1048 

Another facet of our church life upon which judgement and opinions may 
be made is the matter of our ste"\'rardship, our participation through our of­
fering,s. A study of the whole level of our giving has been requested of our 
Finance Committee, which study will show the status of our stewardship in a 
very graphic manner when completed. Another measuring rod of stewBrdship 
is the results achieved in benevolent giving across a year, and it is at 
this point I should like to make some observations. Your Council and Fi­
nance officers have worked very hard this year in seeking to complete the 
challenges which are given us each year from our denomination in the bene­
volent field, or in those monies which are not used for our own needs but 
are sent through denominational offices for the larger work of Christ's 
church. May I speak on these various challenges: 

The Apportionment - this is a challenge which is the support we give 
to our denomination as regards the work of missions, denominational 
agencies, and the like. Our minimum asking for 1962(and all these 
askings are unon the basis of the 1029 members we reported) was a t 
the fi~ure of $8166 .00 The very best we could do to meet this a­
mount was ~6000 .00, a higher figure than reached before, percentage­
wise, but not a 100% figure. 
World Service- Here we are requested to contribute, again on basis 
of membership, a sum of #965.00, which we seek to secure through 2 
special 110ne Hour of Sharing" offerings. In 1962 these two offer­
ings totaled ~760.00, $200 .00 less than our asking . 
Seminary Fund - This request has been hanging fire ~or some years. 
Originally placed in wnur hands about 1959 or ~O, this request was 
pegged at the rate of f2 .oo per member ac~Dss a number of years. Noth 
ing much was done on this matter until this yeer, when we sought :no 
come as close to meeting it as nossible . fe have now reached the 
figure of ~2063 .00 and will continue in 1963 to finish this challenge. 
The Seminaries of our church are very important facets of church 
life and we need to undergird this special financial drive they have 
had under way. 

I know each member of United Evangelical Church has a great deal of 
pride about his church and this is the way it ought to be. I too have 
thet nride, that in all things this church should be in there ane. do­
ing alone- with the other churches. According to the records in my 
files, our church is the only one of the larger and more substantial 
of our churches in Baltimore which has not met in full the askings for 
World Service and United Seminary Appeal . As I have said, we will de ­
sire to complete the Seminary challenge soon, but it remains that each 
of us will have to be more conscious of the need for World Service in 
1963, that we have no trouble meeting this figure. Also , our giving 
overall should be stepped up so that we can likewise meet the Apportion 
ment asking for 1963, which is at the minimum figure of $8199 .00 

Generally speaking, the life of United Evangelical Church has moved along 
in a very gratifying manner in 1962. Committees have wor·ked hard, organiza­
tions have been very active, the choirs have done splendidly, the members 
of the Church Council have been very faithful in the discharge of their dut­
ies, the staff has worked smoothly together. It has been a good year, a.nd 
we should be praising God for His blessin~s upon us. Thanks to everyone. 

This year 1963 is our 90th Anniversary year and with this meeting tonite 
we should be beginning to think seriously of how we want to celebrate this 
auspicious event. I will have more in specific to say ab~ut this in just 
a moment or two. 

Recommendations for the year 1963 
1. Communions - I should like to recommend thst we observe the Sacrament 

ar ~ 
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services each 1st Su·r 1y of the month. This wiL:, _pe an incentive to 
our folk to come to t: e Lord ' s Table more freque1 ly. Statistically, 
the figures oear this out . A yeer ago in December, when we had two com­
muni.ons the attendance was 355. This past Dec . it was 158 . In January 
the figure was at 268 . This year the figure was at 176 . 

2 . I should like to recommend that we set up a Membershiu Drive in be­
half of our organizations and groups for the period from Lent to Pentecost. 
There are many folk in our congregetion, of all age levels and varieties, 
who play absolutely no pert in any of the organizational life of the con­
greration. This 90th year would be a sulendid time for some intensive 
campaign for increased membership in the groups to be put forth. Such a 
campaign was highly successful in other congregations, and it can be of 
help here. 

3 . Our 90th Anniversary. 've should at this meeting vote to celebrate 
our 90th Anniversary in the month of September of 1963. Then an Anniver­
sary Committee should be euthorized, w'r:lich committee will have full charge 
of nlans and urocedures for this celebration . This committee could be com­
posed of 15 members: 6 from the organizations(La.d. Aid, !{omen ' s G. , Men ' s, 
Girl ' s G. , Youth, Sun • . Sch.) 4 from the Council and 5 from the congr ,,,. gation 
at large. Then this Committee could divide itself into subdivisions -
one on Program, one on Speakers, on on Projects, one on Finance, one on 
Decoration, etc. Definitely some projects should be accomplished for 
this anniversary, for which an .P-nniversar7 Fund could be set up to meet 
the expenses. Projects could be proposed through this Committee to a spec­
ial congregational meeting within several months, at which time also the 
outline of the Anniversary celebration could be presented. 

4 . That we keep in mind in our congregation some needed additions in our 
church plant, that could be Chosen to be given as memorials to the memory 
of loved ones of our families . 

"rfe still need both the red and black sets of altar hangings, the red 
j,o b~e, ug,e 11 f('),-, nniyers8rie~. Pentecost and perhaps for Christmas. ,. k '"-'"-/\- ~,- ... 1-:.r,. .._ f:-,J,..z~f6 4' t11 ;;i: ~ ..._ ~ ;:~ t:AJS>...D.l<. -

d itional stops 1or our organ are still desirable, the three sug-
gested stops with prices being - Obea at about $800 . 00; vox Humana 
at $750 and vox Celeste at $775 

Anob.her great need or two, and which might become part of the Anniv-
sary projects : 

A set of drapes , on traverse rods, for over the large window at 
the rear of the church . If draperies are not placed at that win­
dow soon, we will be needing to refinish some of the pews and the 
woodwori: at the altar . The light through the window is so bright 
it has even faded the hymnals in the balcony . 

A system of dimmers for the lights of the sanctuary, whereby we 
can bring the lights down slwly for the sermon, and for other oc­
casions in the church life . 

5 . My final recommendation is that this report and the finance reports 
for the year 1962 be printed and placed in the hand s of our people. 

Respectfully submitted, 

- fa.ufLQ , R.~ 
~ _._......:1L, f-- /?t ~ -~,I.-•-
~ '--\ ~ ~ ~ -



BRIEF :BEPORIJJ FOR 1962 
By the Pastor Emeritus 
To Unit ed Evangelical Crurc h - January 25 , 1963 

I appreciate the privil ege of still being able t o serve to some extent 

in United Evangelical Churc h and to help along in the work o 

I was able to assist in 16 communion services . 

I made - upon the suggestion of Pastor Rasche - thettfollow - up 11 

calls upon 119 persons . These are friends of the church, who were not 

f ulfilling their full responsibilities t oward the Church o I made.9 

ca11 s upon the families of the confirnands o I also made 22 calls 

to urge membership upon people who had indicated an interest in 

joining the Churc h., This would make al::out 150 calls in the interest 

of the Churcho 

I had the privilege to take over the work of the Church during 

Pastorb Rasche ' s vacation periodg and while he was away on other official 

business . I could render some assistance in the worship period of the 

Vacation Bible school., 

Outside the work in o~r own church, I had the privilege to preach 

at btoJohn ' s , St ., Matthew's.1Bethany and Bethel and thus helping out on 

various occasions ., I also made a survey e.nd over 120 visits in r;he 

Eldersburg area and conducted services at the Mission Church therei;. 

I have taken over some assistant chaplaincy work at City Hospitals, 

as well as on the Clergy staff of the Johns Hopki~Hospital . 

On behalf of Mes. Lehmann and myself want to thank you for the in­

spiration of 50th anniversary celebration of my ordination in July9 and 

also for the opportunities of service o 

.Sincerely ;rours ., 

RevoTitus Lehmann, D. Do 
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